Management of localised prostatic carcinoma.
Localised carcinoma of the prostate may be amenable to radical curative therapy. Staging pelvic lymphadenectomy is controversial but is the only means of demonstrating lymph node spread accurately. Five patients in a group of 16 who presented apparently with localised prostatic carcinoma, and who had negative bone scan and CT scan, were shown at operation to have metastatic carcinoma involving their lymph nodes; 3 of 8 patients with high grade tumours were free of lymph node metastases. Without staging lymphadenectomy, these patients may have been inappropriately treated.